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Mission

"What To Do After The Death Of A 

Property Owner" is a comprehensive 

checklist committed to providing clear 

and practical guidance to individuals 

navigating the complex and often 

overwhelming tasks that arise following 

the death of a property owner. Our 

mission is to empower readers with 

knowledge and step-by-step 

instructions, helping them make 

informed decisions, handle legal and 

administrative processes, and protect 

their interests while honoring the 

legacy of the deceased. Through 

concise and accessible information, our 

book strives to ease the burden and 

uncertainty, offering a roadmap for 

successfully managing property-related 

matters during this challenging time.
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Chapter 1
Secure the property, and notify 

relevant parties.

After the death of a property owner, securing the property and promptly notifying 

relevant parties are crucial steps in ensuring the protection and efficient 

management of the estate. Securing the property safeguards it from potential risks 

and preserves its value. By notifying immediate family members, beneficiaries, co-

owners, and professionals such as attorneys or financial advisors, we initiate open 

communication channels, enabling essential decision-making and coordination. Our 

emphasis on securing the property and timely notifications aims to provide peace of 

mind, foster transparency, and lay the foundation for a smooth transition during this 

challenging period of estate administration.
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Chapter 2 
Obtain the Death Certificate

Obtaining the death certificate is an essential step following the passing of a property 

owner. The death certificate serves as official documentation and proof of the 

individual's death, playing a crucial role in various legal and administrative processes. 

By diligently acquiring multiple copies of the death certificate from the appropriate 

authorities, we ensure that we have the necessary documentation to navigate the 

complexities of estate settlement, property transfer, and related matters. Our 

commitment to obtaining the death certificate promptly and in sufficient quantities 

reflects our dedication to facilitating efficient and accurate handling of the deceased 

property owner's affairs, while respecting the legal requirements and providing the 

foundation for a smooth transition in managing their estate.
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Chapter 3 
Locate the Will and Executor

Locating the will and identifying the executor are vital steps following the death of a 

property owner. The will serves as a legal document that outlines the property 

owner's wishes and instructions regarding the distribution of assets, including the 

property. By diligently searching for the will and identifying the designated executor, 

you ensure that the deceased's intentions are respected and the estate administration 

process proceeds smoothly. Your commitment to locating the will and executor 

underscores your dedication to honoring the wishes of the deceased, providing clarity 

and guidance during a challenging time, and facilitating effective communication with 

the executor to carry out their responsibilities in managing the property and estate 

affairs in accordance with the legal requirements.
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Chapter 4 
Engage an Attorney

Engaging an attorney following the death of a property 

owner is a crucial step to navigate the legal complexities 

associated with estate settlement and property 

management. By enlisting the expertise of a knowledgeable 

attorney experienced in probate and estate matters, you 

ensure that the deceased property owner's affairs are 

handled with the highest level of legal guidance and 

expertise. The attorney serves as a trusted advisor, providing 

valuable insights, clarifying legal obligations, and guiding us 

through the probate process, including property transfer, tax 

considerations, and other legal formalities. 

Your commitment to engaging an attorney 

reflects your dedication to protecting the 

interests of the estate, minimizing potential 

risks and disputes, and ensuring compliance 

with relevant laws and regulations, ultimately 

facilitating a smooth and efficient resolution 

of the property owner's estate matters.
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Chapter 5 
Probate Process

When no will or instructions have been left by the property owner. Depending on the 

circumstances and the value of the estate, it may be necessary to initiate the probate 

process. Probate is the legal process of administering the deceased person's estate, 

including property, debts, and assets. An attorney can provide specific guidance on the 

probate requirements in your jurisdiction.
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Chapter 6 
Assess Property Ownership And Value

Assessing property ownership and obtaining a valuation as of the date of death of the 

property owner are critical steps in managing the deceased individual's estate. 

Properly understanding the ownership structure of the property and determining its 

value at the time of the owner's passing are essential for accurate estate 

administration and potential property transfer. By thoroughly examining the property 

ownership records and engaging professional appraisers, we ensure a comprehensive 

understanding of the estate's assets and their fair market value. Your commitment to 

assessing property ownership and obtaining a valuation as of the date of death 

demonstrates your dedication to upholding transparency, preserving the integrity of 

the estate, and facilitating informed decision-making during the estate settlement 

process. Always strive to provide accurate and reliable information to support efficient 

property management and enable the fair distribution of assets to beneficiaries or the 

execution of the owner's wishes.

http://appraisal-time.com/
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Chapter 7 
Notify Mortgage Lender and 

Insurance Providers

Promptly notifying the mortgage lender and insurance providers following the death of 

a property owner is a crucial step in managing the property and protecting the 

interests of all parties involved. By informing the mortgage lender, we ensure open 

communication regarding the change in ownership and prevent potential issues with 

mortgage payments or contractual obligations. Similarly, notifying insurance providers 

allows for appropriate adjustments to coverage and ensures that the property remains 

adequately protected. Your commitment to notifying mortgage lenders and insurance 

providers reflects your dedication to maintaining transparency, honoring contractual 

agreements, and safeguarding the property's value. Always strive to facilitate seamless 

communication, provide necessary documentation, and navigate any necessary 

processes to ensure the smooth continuation of mortgage payments and adequate 

insurance coverage during this transitional period.
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Chapter 8 
Notify Assessors Office Within 150 Days

It is crucial to notify the assessors' office within 150 days following the death of a 

property owner to ensure accurate property records and comply with legal requirements. 

By promptly notifying the assessors' office, we facilitate the necessary updates to 

property ownership and tax assessments, helping to avoid potential complications and 

ensure a smooth transition. Our commitment to notifying the assessors' office within the 

designated timeframe demonstrates our dedication to upholding legal obligations, 

maintaining transparency, and preserving the integrity of property records. Always 

recognize the significance of timely communication, providing the necessary 

documentation and information to assist assessors in accurately assessing property 

taxes and managing property-related matters. Your goal is to ensure a seamless process 

that benefits all parties involved, mitigates potential issues, and upholds the property 

owner's estate in accordance with applicable laws and regulations.
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Chapter 9 
Get A Retrospective Appraisal

Obtaining an appraisal after the death of a property owner is an essential step in 

understanding the fair market value of the property as of the date of the owner's 

passing. An appraisal provides an objective assessment conducted by a qualified 

professional to determine the property's worth. By obtaining an appraisal, you ensure 

accurate valuation for estate settlement, potential property transfer, and tax purposes. 

Your commitment to obtaining an appraisal reflects your dedication to transparency, 

fairness, and informed decision-making during the management of the deceased 

property owner's estate. Always strive to engage experienced appraisers who employ 

thorough methodologies to provide reliable and precise assessments, enabling 

effective estate administration and ensuring the equitable distribution of assets or 

compliance with tax obligations. Through this process, you aim to uphold the integrity 

of the estate and provide clarity and confidence to all parties involved.

http://appraisal-time.com/


appraisal-time.com | 13

Chapter 10 
Managing Property Related Expenses

Managing property-related expenses following the death of a property owner is crucial 

to ensure the effective administration of the estate and preserve the value of the 

property. During this transitional period, it is important to diligently handle expenses 

associated with the property, such as mortgage payments, property taxes, insurance 

premiums, utilities, and maintenance costs. By effectively managing these expenses, 

we strive to protect the property's value, minimize financial burdens on the estate, and 

fulfill ongoing obligations. Our commitment to managing property-related expenses 

demonstrates our dedication to prudent financial management, protecting the 

interests of the estate, and facilitating a smooth transition for all parties involved. We 

provide guidance on navigating these expenses, identifying priorities, and ensuring 

timely payments to preserve the property's integrity and safeguard the financial 

stability of the estate. Through proactive management, we aim to alleviate the burden 

on heirs or beneficiaries, promote transparency, and maintain the property's value 

during this challenging period.
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In an effort to empower individuals with the knowledge and resources needed to 

navigate the intricacies of estate settlement.  We hope this guide will offer you some 

much needed support during this unfortunate time.

If you need additional resources to help you for an appraisal for tax and inheritance 

purposes, or any real estate needs contact us.

Bridget Ingram(562) 483-9735 Real Estate Broker

Appraisal Time (310) 253-9868

Appraisal-time@sbcglobal.net

www.appraisal-time.com

mailto:Appraisal-time@sbcglobal.net
http://www.appraisal-time.com/
http://appraisal-time.com/

